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Summary of the MINUTES
of the 15 Monitoring Committee (MC) Meeting
of the
Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia Co-operation Programme 2021-2027

Date: 23 May 2024
via the Zoom online meeting platform

Agenda Point 1: Welcome — Approval of the Agenda, technicalities (MC decision)

On behalf of the Ministry of Regional Development and EU funds (MRDEUF) of the Republic
of Croatia, and representing the Croatian National Authority (NA), Ms Stella Arneri
welcomed all committee members and programme bodies, and expressed her appreciation
for the hard work which has spanned more than four years and which has successfully led to
today’s situation where the new Hungary-Croatia programme is approved and the first,
constituting meeting of the Monitoring Committee (MC) is organised.

From the side of the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, acting as Hungarian NA
in the Programme, Ms Nikoletta Horvath also extended a warm welcome toward the
Hungarian and Croatian delegations and the programme bodies, and agreed that it is thanks
to many institutions’ joint efforts that, after a thorough and long-lasting planning process,
the MC can be set up.

The representative of the European Commission (EC) Ms Katalin Pénzes expressed that also
the colleagues at DG REGIO of the EC view today as a great milestone and send their regards

to the programme institutions, including of course the new MC that is being established.

Ms Arneri put the draft Agenda up for vote, and no objections or proposals were signalled
by the MC members.

MC Decision: The Agenda of the meeting was approved.

Agenda Point 2: Discussion and approval of the MC Rules of Procedure (MC decision)

On behalf of the JS, Mr Marton Sziics, Head of Joint Secretariat (JS) screened the draft Rules
of Procedure (RoP) of the MC, highlighting the main stipulations, and underlining that the
document closely builds on the previous Hungarian-Croatian programmes’ similar
documents. It is in line with this effort to ensure continuity that, based on Article 1, the MC of
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the present, 2021-2027 Interreg programme will take over the tasks of the outgoing 2014-
2020 programme’s MC as well.

Both NA-s confirmed on behalf of their delegation that they agree with the draft RoP.

MC Decision: The RoP of the Hungary-Croatia MC was approved, with the list of
members and observers to be updated.

Agenda Point 3: Possible timelines of the first open Call for Proposals (MC decision)

Mr Marko Peri¢, representative of the Managing Authority (MA), elaborated in detail on the
three different scenarios to launching the CfP, beginning with the fact that the first CfP is to
be prepared as soon as feasible, therefore a next MC meeting will be necessary soon, at the
beginning of July.

Both national delegations supported option C): first publishing the CfP documents for
information purposes in July, and then officially opening the CfP end of August, thus the
potential applicants would have more than 3 months to read the CfP documents and prepare
their applications. The proposed submission deadline for applications will be in case of
option the very end of November, e.g. Friday, 29th.

While preparing for the CfP, the planned schedule of information days also is to be drafted
and communicated in advance, and an offline application form is to be provided to the
applicants, enabling detailed project planning already before the opening of the INTERREG+
system.

MC decision: Both national delegations have approved option C) from the three
proposed versions, meaning that the CfP documents will be published in July 2024 for
information and preparation purposes, and the official opening of the Call in
INTERREG+ will take place end of August. The planned submission deadline for
applications was identified as 29 November 2024.

Agenda Point 4: Information on the Operations of Strategic Importance (timeline,
specificities of OSI-s in Priority 3)

Appendix 3 of the Interreg Programme (IP) document was put on the screen by Mr Sziics
who reminded the MC members, many of who were involved also in the Programming
Committee, how the Operations of Strategic Importance (OSI-s) have been jointly identified
during the planning process. He briefly presented the main content of most of the planned
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OSl-s (B Light 2, Geo Building, MOSQUITOLAB and Amazon of Europe Bike Trail Hungary-
Croatia) and the planned Lead Partner (LP) organisations.

Mr Peri¢ added that for the OSI-s there will be no open CfP but calls by invitation, meaning
that the LP-s will be invited to enter their draft projects into the INTERREG+ system, after
which the MC will have the final decision, facilitated by JS and MA, about approving them.
There will be preparation meetings organised by the JS for every OSI individually, to acquire
information about their preparedness and to aid them in project development and
finalisation. The realistic timing for opening the strategic calls is after the summer break, but
this also depends on the outcomes of the preparatory meetings.

At the same time, regarding the three planned OSI-s in Priority 3 (road connections between
Sarok and KneZevo, between Zakany and Gotalovo, and planning of a bridge between
Murakeresztur and Kotoriba), Mr Peri¢ explained that they are at the moment blocked,
because for these an appropriate assessment in line with Article 6 (3) of the Habitat Directive
has to be managed first, on programme level. This is a condition that was set by the EC
before the submission of the final IP. Mr Peri¢ estimated the time need for the assessment to
be a few months, meaning that contracting preparations with these OSI-s can start towards
the end of the year.

Ms Pénzes was happy to hear the end-of-the-year projection for finishing the preparatory
processes. She explained that the concerns raised are indeed very important, therefore she
advised to constantly consult DG Environment before any decision is taken by the
responsible Croatian institution.

Agenda Point 5: Information on the draft Eligibility of Expenditures document

Mr Sziics explained that the Eligibility of Expenditures (EoE) is a basic document of the new
programme period which will represent a different approach to handling cost eligibility rules.
Previously these used to be part of the Guidelines of a given open CfP, therefore it was hard
to connect the strategic projects to them, since they were not selected in the framework of
calls. Thus in the 2021-2027 programme it is planned to have an EoE document which is valid
throughout the entire programming period and for all projects of the programme. Open CfP-
s will refer to this document, and OSlI-s will also be bound by it.

Simplified cost options and less complicated project implementation are in the focus of the
document, although it can already be seen that certain details will have to be regulated
differently on the Hungarian and on the Croatian side. This will be solved by including those
rules in the national level control guides which are also compulsory for project partner
organisations.
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Agenda Point 6: Any Other Business

Concerning the next MC meeting, Mr Peri¢ proposed the date of 3 July 2024. It is planned to
be a physical, in-person meeting in Croatia which would include the approval of the first CfP
documents. The meeting venue is to be confirmed in due time.

Ms Pénzes reminded the MC that there has been no meeting in the programme area for
years, and that there are many 2014-2020 project results to show, therefore she suggested to
have more than one day in order to have time for project visit(s) as well. Mr Peri¢ agreed and
proposed a 1,5 day MC meeting, with project visit.

Regarding the opening conference of the programme, Mr Peri¢ explained that the planned
time is September 2024, and that the event can be merged/combined with a partner search
forum. The exact date and location are still to be concluded between the MA, the JS and the
two NA-s.

On behalf of the Audit Authority (AA), Mr Zvonko Siri¢ asked whether any modification is
planned on the management and control system, since he as auditor needs confirmation that
there is no change in programme bodies. Mr Peri€ replied that the institutions are the same,
but the roles are different (see the shifting of the MA role from MFA to MRDEUF).

Mr Siri¢ explained that in this case there is no reason for an early system audit, because the
MA was earlier NA and is therefore experienced, and similarly on the Hungarian side MFA
and Széchenyi Programme Office (hosting institution of the JS and the Hungarian national
controllers) remain the same. He went on to share the information that the AA has sent to
the Hungarian Audit Body the documents necessary for the setting up the Group of Auditors
(such as draft RoP, certificate of independence etc.), and that they are waiting for the
Hungarian comments until end of this month, while the deadline to organise the auditors’
meeting is 21 June.

Once the Group of Auditors will have been set up, the audit strategy and the risk assessment
will be prepared. The system audit will most likely have Key requirement 1 (Management and
control system setup), Key requirement 2 (Calls for proposals) and Key requirement 4
(Management verifications) included, and will be managed at the end of this year or at the
beginning of 2025.

Mr Siri¢ closed by sharing that probably there will be no outsourcing of audit work in this
programming period. Since the EC will perform the sampling, and a maximum of 3-5 project
partner organisations might be affected, it is likely that externalisation will not be necessary,
except possibly the audit of the INTERREG+ system, which will require specialised expertise.
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Before adjourning the meeting Mr Peri¢ thanked Mr Siri¢ for the auditors’ input and
thanked all MC members and NA representatives for participating in the constitutional
meeting of the MC. He expressed his hopes for a successful 2nd MC meeting in the
beginning of July, with many approved documents and a lot of new information shared.
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